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THE FRONT LINE
Winter seems never-ending this year, but I’m hopeful that
May will bring warm weather and we can turn our attention
to warm weather pursuits: barbequing, gardening, and, my
personal favorite, lying in the sun with a good book! Of
course, in May we also celebrate Mother’s Day, and inside
we’ve suggested some gift ideas for every mom on your list.
We kick off May events with an evening of mystery. Laura
McHugh, Jill Orr, and Patricia Skalka will be in the store to
talk about their newest books. We’re delighted to welcome back Allison
Pataki who will be at the store discussing her moving new memoir,
Beauty in the Broken Places about her young husband’s stroke.
Northwestern professor Carter Cast will be in the store to discuss The
Right—and Wrong—Stuff about making good career choices. Mr. Cast
speaks from personal experience about finding the right career path and
will be interviewed by my husband Roger. Robert Kurson (author of one
of our favorite reads, Shadow Divers) will be in the store with his latest,
Rocket Men, about the Apollo 8 mission. Finally, we continue our Book
Stall “After Hours” series in early June with Gail Honeyman, author of
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine. Details on our calendar.
We have so many great new books on our shelves! There’s Michelle’s
Dean’s Sharp: The Women Who Made an Art of Having an Opinion,
featuring intertwining depictions of our most important 20th century
female essayists and cultural critics—Susan Sontag, Dorothy Parker,
Hannah Arendt, Pauline Kael, Rebecca West, Janet Malcolm, Joan Didion,
and others. Sloane Crosley has a new book of essays, Look Alive Out
There, writing with her usual humor about her madcap adventures. The
Recovering: Intoxication and Its Aftermath is Leslie Jamison’s (author of
Empathy Exams) brutally honest account of her struggles with addiction
as well as a broader history of the recovery movement. Paula McClain
(The Paris Wife) explores the life of journalist Martha Gelhorn in Love and
Ruin. Although Gelhorn is famous for being the only one of Hemingway’s
wives to have left him, McClain’s absorbing new novel follows her as a
young journalist covering the Spanish Civil War and charting her course
as an independent woman. The High Season (out May 22) by Judy
Blundell is the perfect summer read. Living in an affluent village near the
Hamptons colonized by wealthy vacationers and socialites, Ruthie
Beamish can only afford her home if she rents it out during peak summer
months. Art, celebrity, and class serve as the backdrop to this novel
exploring the precarious position of the American dream.
My husband Roger is determined to hone his writing skills at work and
recommends On Writing Well by William Zinsser. My daughter Katie (21)
is interviewing an author for a project and is thrilled to be talking to Kelly
Barnhill, author of Dreadful Young Ladies and Other Stories, an amazing
collection of fantastical and hilarious stories for fans of Kelly Link. At his
request, I just sent my son, Nicky (19), Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead.
Finally, Lexy (16) is working on her junior theme, which has to do with the
lack of prisoner transition programs, so she is reading Locking Up Our
Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America by James Forman Jr.,
which just won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction.
Finally, we’re very excited to host some of our favorite publisher reps at
our semi-annual rep night. Representatives from Random House,
Penguin, and Harper Collins will be here on Wednesday, May 23 at 6:30 pm
to discuss some great summer reads and preview books coming out this
fall. This popular event is free but we ask that you make a reservation by
calling us at 847 446-8880 or writing to events@thebookstall.com.
Hope to see you in the store!

CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
DAVID KERTZER
The Pope Who Would Be King: The Exile of Pius IX
and the Emergence of Modern Europe
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author speaks about his
highly anticipated new book, the untold story of the
bloody revolution in Italy in 1848 that stripped Pope
Pius IX of political power.
4:30 pm at the store
NANCY CAVANAUGH
Elise Mae Has Something to Say
Chicago author Nancy Cavanaugh helps us
celebrate Children’s Book Week with her new book
of historical fiction. See page 6.
THURSDAY, MAY 3
4:30 pm at the store,
A Children’s Book Week Writing Workshop
BLUE BALLIETT
Out of the Wild Night
This writing workshop for ages 9 and up will focus on
writing ghost stories. Registration required by calling
us at 847 446-8880. $5 participation fee is fully refundable for merchandise in the store. See page 6.
6:30 pm at the store
An Evening of Mystery
LAURA McHUGH, JILL ORR, PATRICIA SKALKA
Join us for an evening celebrating one of our
favorite genres, as we welcome three mystery
writers to the store to discuss the art and craft of
constructing a first-rate who-done-it. Our illustrious
panel includes Laura McHugh, the author of
Arrowood; Jill Orr, whose new book, The Bad Break:
A Riley Ellison Mystery, debuts on May 3; and
Patricia Skalka, whose new Door County mystery,
Death Rides the Ferry, will also be hot off the
presses. We'll have a raffle, where attendees can win
copies of our guest authors' books, swag bags with
mystery/thriller advance reading copies from our
publishing friends, and Book Stall gift cards.
7 pm, Highland Park Public Library, 494 Laurel Ave.
KATHERINE HEINY
Standard Deviation
New in paperback, Ms. Heiny’s debut novel is all
about the challenges of a good marriage, the delight
and heartache of raising children, and the temptation to wonder about the path not taken. The book
made numerous “best of” lists when it first came
out last year.

T H E IN S I D E L I N E
LAURA BERENGER
Swell: A Sailing Surfer's Voyage
of Awakening by Liz Clark
($35). How does one convert
the highly improbable into the
possible? Liz Clark dreamed of
being the captain of her own
ship (literally) and of living her
life on the ocean. The Swell,
Liz's 40-foot sailboat, took two years to outfit, but no amount
of time and planning could keep her from encountering severe
weather, mechanical failures, and the reactions of the world
when adventuring alone as a young woman. Her interior
journey is as significant as the physical one. Liz's writing is
accompanied by fantastic photos that highlight a surfer's dream
day, a sailor's frustration, and the people she meets along the
way. This book is about strength, fear, solitude, nature, risk,
setbacks, and achievements. Swell does not need to be read
cover-to-cover; you can sample a passage or a chapter, or
admire the photos, and feel lifted by Liz's story; it makes a
great gift for the graduate, the person who loves sand and surf,
and anyone who can't get enough of a true adventure story.
KARA GAGLIARDI
My Ex-Life by Stephen McCauley
is the kind of book that’s hard to
find: dry, witty and with a bit of
snark. Easy to read, enjoyable
even, the characters in this book
ring true. From sullen teenage
girl to college counselor of only
“gifted” students to middle aged
woman who frequents estate sales with an overdeveloped
nesting instinct. We know these people.
David Hedges wakes up one day to find he’s no longer in his
twenties, or his forties. His boyfriend of five years has left him for
a more successful man. When he’s not lamenting his weight gain
or counseling prospective college students, he’s trying to hold on
to his under-market-value apartment in San Francisco. Out of the
blue he gets a call from his ex, Julie Fiske, who is in the process of
breaking up with her second husband, has money problems of
her own, and is running an illegal Airbnb in a large house
outside of Boston. Could he please come help?
David seizes the opportunity to escape his troubles and help Julie
get her life in order. He sets up house with Julie and Mandy, her
hard-to-read daughter, who also happens to need help with her
college applications. While Julie and David fall into an easy
rhythm of reading to each other at night and finishing each
other’s sentences, there are issues from their short-lived marriage
that still need to be resolved.
This would be a super book to read on vacation, entertaining but
serious enough to make us examine our own circumstances. My
read: there are clues to who we are in our previous lives and
sometimes, we weren’t so far off the mark.

JON GRAND
A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies, and
Leadership by James Comey
($29.99). When I was about 12
years old, I met J. Edgar Hoover.
He gave me a signed 8 x 10 glossy
of himself and, if memory serves,
a junior FBI agent pin. After a
brief lecture on American values,
we were done. Despite the revelations of history since, I
continue to believe in the FBI and its Directors as representatives of the highest levels of integrity in public service. So I
came to James Comey’s book with some bias, prepared to take
him at his word. But I am also troubled.
Given the enormous coverage in the press and media, many
may be tempted to read the book for one reason only: the
salacious hints, the gossip, and the justifications for actions
taken. Comparisons between the President and a Mafia boss
make good sound bites but overshadow some very interesting
and worthwhile parts of the book.
James Comey’s career is a fascinating one. As a Federal
prosecutor, he handled any number of cases whose defendants’ names are familiar to us. His move to the FBI was a
logical progression based on both his experience and his
reputation. Those who know him or worked with him unfailingly note his integrity and high standards. His career reflects
a commitment to the highest ideals of public service and a
clear understanding of right and wrong. But there is also a
remarkable strain of sympathy for and insight regarding
human weakness, his own included. Some may argue that
this long introduction to himself is merely a rhetorical ploy
designed to draw the contrast between himself and President
Trump in the most glaring light.
Well, yes. This is, after all, Comey’s side of a complex and
tangled story that demands he put himself in the best light
possible. And while one cannot help admiring his career, some
critical missteps are part of the record as well. Comey does
explain and attempt to justify his decisions. Still there remain
troubling concerns over how some matters were handled.
There is a legal principle that one comes before the law with
clean hands. The explanations and acknowledgements that
things might have been done better don’t quite provide
adequate soap and water.
Prior to reading the book, Mike, the manager at the Book Stall,
asked, “Who do you think should read the book?” It’s a good
question. The book is a genuine and serious attempt to lay out
concerns about ethics and morality in public office. It is also a
self-serving (I use this term neutrally) opportunity for Comey
to tell his side of the story. And while it is his view, it is not
necessarily any more or less true. There are two sides to all the
various charges and counter charges that inundate us in the
form of “Breaking News.” So to Mike’s question: liberals,

Kids, Parents, Grandparents, Caregivers! Stay tuned to our website and e-news, as well as Twitter and Facebook, for breaking
news about summer programming for kids at The Book Stall. We’ll feature low-cost afternoons of crafts, theater, and bookrelated activities as well as pop-up storytimes throughout July and on into early August. All of this in addition to our weekly
storytime at 10:30 am every Saturday. Many of these have special guest stars lined up. Summer is taking its time getting here;
we plan on making the most of it.

conservatives, and independents. The book raises important
questions about what we should, indeed must, demand from
our leaders. Ethical leadership and political necessity often
make very uncomfortable bedfellows. But if reality falls short
of the high standards we want from our leaders, is that a
justification for lowering our standards and expectations?
Fascism: A Warning by Madeleine Albright
($27.99) That fascism is alive and well, despite
its defeat in World War II, should come as no
surprise. Hyper-nationalism, along with
economic and cultural antagonisms, will always
challenge a democracy and its institutions. Stir
terrorism and global instability into the mix, and
the messy process that is democracy can appear
unable to cope with multi-layered crises. As we have
witnessed before, the strongman who promises safety, stability,
and prosperity can seduce a fearful populace, even at the cost
of their cherished rights. A spate of recent books have sounded
a common alarm: the current administration, with its lack of
understanding of and respect for democratic norms, threatens
the very foundations of our democracy. The danger, of course,
is that the overuse of terms like fascism and tyranny rob them
of their meaning and impact. Albright's book looks at disturbing shifts both at home and abroad. Her own experiences as a
child in Europe during World War II and as the Secretary of
State provide a different and more nuanced context to the
dangers posed by a decline in democracy worldwide. Facism
is not likely to disappear. But as Albright points out, recognizing it for what it is when it does appear is critical to our
democracy’s survival.
MELANIE HAUCK
Educated by Tara Westover ($28)
is a coming-of-age memoir that
you wouldn’t believe if it weren’t
true. Westover’s debut book
chronicles her quest for an
education and the price she paid
for it. She grew up in a survivalist
family living off the grid in
remote Idaho. Her father believes the Illuminati
(secret organizations conspiring to control the world) have
infiltrated the federal government, the medical establishment,
and public education. As “preppers,” they await the End of
Days or a government invasion. Tara was born at home
without a birth certificate, and grew up never visiting the
doctor or attending school. Her upbringing was not only
paranoid but also violent. Her family’s livelihood was salvaging scrap from their junkyard, the site of many grisly injuries.
Tara’s mom, an herbalist and energy healer, attended to them.
As Tara matured, an older brother bullied and beat her, yet her
parents did not intervene or protect her.
Self-motivated and self-directed, Westover does learn enough
to score well on the ACT and enters Brigham Young University. She learns about the Holocaust, Martin Luther King, and
more. She graduates and eventually earns her PhD from
Cambridge University. Her education gives her the objectivity
and the courage to confront her parents about her brother’s
abuse. Their response is heartbreaking, and she must choose
between her family or deny her truth. “Everything I had wanted
for, all my years of study, had been to purchase for myself this one
privilege: to see and experience more truths than those given to me
by my father, and to use those truths to construct my own mind.”
I’m in awe of Westover’s tenacity, brilliance, and courage.
Educated is one of the best books I’ve read this year.

SHARMAN McGURN
A Long Way from Home by Peter
Carey ($26.95). Two-time Man
Booker Prize-winner Carey’s
latest novel is a rollicking road
trip around the perimeter of
Australia. Set in 1954 and based
on the historic Redux automobile
competition of the era, the novel
tells the story of Irene Bobs and her eccentric
neighbor, Willie Bachhuber, who set out to win the Redux in
the hopes that by doing so, Irene and her husband will be
awarded an automobile dealership in the small town of
Bacchus March (Carey’s hometown), 33 miles from
Melbourne. Told in the first person by Irene and Willie in
alternating chapters, their lives unfold and their relationship
develops. The descriptions of the Australian landscape are
wonderful. As the novel progresses, Carey tackles Australia’s
history of racism toward the Aborigines, and we learn more
and more of Willie’s life. Things are not what they seem,
especially for Willie. The novel is true to Carey’s distinctive
style and quirky characters. And while the Australian dialect
may, at times, be difficult for a non-Aussie to understand, the
novel is wonderfully crafted and written. For fans of Peter
Carey it is a must-read; for those not familiar with his work, it
is a worthy introduction to his novels.
MIKE WYSOCK
Richard Powers’ latest book,
The Overstory, is a masterstroke
of novel writing, huge in scope
and yet satisfying to the smallest
detail. He weaves together
macroscopic environmental
concerns with narrower matters
of the human heart. The book
provides a late 20th-century history of deforestation, focusing mainly on the clear-cutting of western forests
and the lumber industry’s voracious destruction of virgin
growth for commodity. The novel is also a 21st-century
imperative, asking its readers to look beyond meager human
existence and examine the life force inherent in all things.
Late in the book, Powers writes, “…the world is failing precisely
because no novel can make the contest for the world seem as
compelling as the struggles between a few lost people.”And yet, in
this immense story he reconciles those polarities by expertly
examining the lives of nine very different Americans who
come to love trees and fight for their survival: an artist, a
scientist, a video-game programmer, a psychologist, an
engineer, a patent lawyer and his love interest, a veteran, and
a hard-partying college student. Their brief stories—the
overstory—are held in relief against the understory, the slow,
wonderful growth of life as represented in trees.
The destruction of that arboreal life and humankind’s powerlessness to stop our own devastating growth form the emotional
center of this novel. Each of the central characters is forced to
resign him- or herself to civilization’s caustic relationship with
the natural world. And yet, the novel ends in beauty and hope.
Nichoals Hoel, artist-turned-activist, constructs a final
message to be seen from afar—an immense sculpture in the
shape of the word “STILL.” Is this Powers’ imperative for
readers to stop and savor the natural world, or is it a statement
that life will still remain long after humans wipe themselves
out? Powers writes that “All good stories kill you a little. They
turn you into something you weren’t.” Would that this story
could turn us all into better shepherds of our planet.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
1 pm at the store
Our Children’s Book Week Grand Finale!
Pete the Cat Party
Join us for a very special storytime featuring the one and only
Pete the Cat, live and in-person. We'll hear some of the stories
that made Pete famous, and then kids can meet the blue cat
himself for a great photo opportunity. See page 6.
MONDAY, MAY 7
10:30 am, Winnetka Community House, 620 Lincoln Ave.
KEITH O’NEIL
Under My Helmet: A Football Player’s Lifelong Battle
with Bipolar Disorder
The Chasing Hope Foundation presents its 4th annual Annie
Awards, recognizing individuals who represent the highest
standard in special education. Mr. O’Neil, a former NFL
linebacker and Super Bowl champion, is the guest speaker.
In his book, the story of his struggle with bipolar disorder,
he shares his battles and the steps he's taken to overcome
adversity. This event is free and open to the public. See
thechasinghopefoundation.com for more information.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
11:30 am, Josselyn Center Annual Spring Luncheon
Northmoor Country Club, 820 Edgewood Road, Highland Park
JUDITH GUEST
The author of the acclaimed novel Ordinary People will share
the story of her personal mental health journey in an interview
with medical reporter Margaret Shortridge Werd. For more
information and reservations, see josselyn.org.
THURSDAY, MAY 10
4:30 pm at the store
AMY FELLNER DOMINY
Cookiesaurus Rex
Come meet the award-winning author of this
book about the King of All Cookies. We’ll be
decorating cookies to eat, so in order to have
enough on hand, we’re requesting an RSVP by
calling us at 847 446-8880 or emailing
events@thebookstall.com.
6:30 pm, a Book Discussion Group at the store
Alice Moody leads a discussion of The Woman in the Window
by A.J. Finn.
7 pm, a Family Action Network (FAN) event
New Trier High School Northfield, 7 Happ Rd.
MARK BERTIN, M.D.
How Children Thrive: The Practical Science of Raising
Independent, Resilient, and Happy Kids
Developmental pediatrician and parent Bertin talks about his
new book, a simple and empowering approach for raising
children of all ages, showing the proven ways parents can help
their children learn, overcome adversity, get along with others,
and become independent—while they relax and enjoy being
parents. Note: Dr. Bertin also appears at a Grand Rounds
Presentation, “Mindful ADHD,” the next morning. See
familyactionnetwork.net for details.
SATURDAY, MAY 12
11 am at the store
KATHERINE APPLEGATE
Endling: The Last
Ms. Applegate, winner of the 2013 Newbery
Medal for The One and Only Ivan, tells us
about her new book, the first in an epic middle
grade series. See also page 6.

SATURDAY, MAY 12 (continued)
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
AMY BIZZARRI
111 Places in Chicago You Must Not Miss
Chicago history buff Amy Bizzarri presents her insider’s guide
to Chicago, with 111 full-page color photographs featuring
unusual places not found in traditional travel guides.
2 pm at the store

NICOLE DREISKE
The Upside of Digital Devices: How to Make Your Child More
Screen Smart, Literate, and Emotionally Intelligent
Ms. Dreiske, an expert on children’s relationship with screens
and the founder and director of the International Children’s
Media Center in Chicago, discusses her new book promoting
healthy screen habits and empathy in early childhood.
MONDAY, MAY 14
6:30 pm at the store
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT POETRY NIGHT
We’re pleased to host young student poets from New Trier High
School and Highland Park High School, reading their poems.
TUESDAY, MAY 15
6:30 pm at the store
ALLISON PATAKI
Beauty in the Broken Places:
A Memoir of Love, Faith, and Resilience
Ms. Pataki, author of the bestselling novels
Sisi, The Traitor’s Wife, and The Accidental
Empress, discusses the moving story of her
young husband’s stroke when she was five
months pregnant, his turbulent road to recovery, and the struggle of loving through pain and finding joy in
the broken places.
6:30 pm, Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton St.
TEMPLE GRANDIN
Calling All Minds:
How to Think and Create Like an Inventor
Dr. Grandin, one of the world's most accomplished and well-known adults with autism,
speaks about her new book in which she
explores the personal stories behind inventions,
tales of famous inventors, and other facts.
Meant to inspire inventors of any age, it is written for middle
grade readers ages 8 – 12.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16
6:30 pm at the store
CARTER CAST
The Right-And Wrong-Stuff:
How Brilliant Careers Are Made
and Unmade
Mr. Cast, a professor at Northwestern’s Kellogg School of
Management, appears in conversation with Roger Hochschild,
President and COO of Discover Financial
Services (and husband of Book Stall owner Stephanie
Hochschild). The two will discuss Mr. Cast’s book, a candid
guide to the bumpy road to success in business.
THURSDAY, MAY 17
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
JAMES NARDI
Discoveries in the Garden
Mr. Nardi, a biologist at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, talks about his new book that reveals the
extraordinary daily lives and life cycles of garden plants and
includes original and informative illustrations.

THURSDAY, MAY 17 (continued)
6:30 pm at the store
ROBERT KURSON
Rocket Men: The Daring Odyssey
of Apollo 8 and the
Astronauts Who Made Man’s
First Journey to the Moon
Mr. Kurson tells us the story
behind his new book, a gripping
narrative that shows anew the
danger involved and the bravery
it took for man to travel to the moon for the first time. A
Chicagoan, Mr. Kurson is the author of the bestseller Shadow
Divers, the 2005 American Booksellers Association's nonfiction
Book Sense Book of the Year. Mr. Kurson appears in conversation with Alice Moody.
SATURDAY, MAY 19
10 am – 2 pm, Church of the Holy Comforter
222 Kenilworth Ave., Kenilworth
DIANA BUTLER BASS
Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks
Author, workshop leader, and independent scholar Diana
Butler Bass leads presentations and discussions based on her
new book exploring why gratitude is missing as a modern
spiritual practice and offering practical suggestions for
reclaiming it. A 10 am session explores the topic “Gratitude Is
Good, But What Is It?,” followed by lunch and a 12:30 pm
session, “The Shape of Gratefulness, Setting a Table of
Thanks.” For more information and to register (required),
go to www.holycomforter.org.
1 pm, Warren-Newport Public Library
224 N. O'Plaine Road, Gurnee
MATT CORDELL, Wolf in the Snow
Matt Cordell appears at his hometown library to tell the
story of his 2018 Caldecott Medal-winning picture book,
Wolf in the Snow.
SUNDAY, MAY 20
2 pm, Launch Party at the store
Hypertext Review 2018
Join us to celebrate the publication of this literary anthology
of contemporary fiction, essays, and poetry published by
Hypertext Magazine & Studio. Several contributors will read
from their work.
MONDAY, MAY 21
4:30 pm at the store
ADAM GIDWITZ
The Creature of the Pines
(Unicorn Rescue Society #1)
Mr. Gidwitz introduces his new middle grade
fantasy-adventure series. See page 6.
6:30 pm at the store
"Go Green Reads" Book Discussion
Garbology: Our Dirty Love Affair with Trash
by Edward Humes
WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
6:30 pm at the store
CUSTOMER REP NIGHT
Join our beloved sales reps as they spread the buzz about new
and upcoming titles. This popular event is free and open to the
public. Space is limited, so please RVSP by calling the store at
847 446-8880 or writing to us at events@thebookstall.com.

Early June Highlights
TUESDAY, JUNE 5
• 12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
• 6 pm, Chicago Athletic Association, 12 S. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago
BRET BAIER
Three Days in Moscow: Ronald Reagan and
the Fall of the Soviet Empire
Bret Baier, anchor of the Fox News Channel’s
Special Report, speaks about his new book
exploring President Reagan’s central role in the
dramatic endgame of America's long struggle
with the Soviet Union. For luncheon reservations,
call us at 847 446-8880; for reservations to the
evening program, sponsored by the Lincoln Forum, go to
lincolnforum.org.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
6:30 pm at the store
JENNIFER HAUPT
In the Shadow of 10,000 Hills
Ms. Haupt, who went to Rwanda as a journalist in 2006, a
decade after the genocide that killed more than 1 million
people, speaks about her debut novel, the intertwining story
of three women whose lives connect in that country. Ms.
Haupt appears in conversation with Rebecca Makkai.
THURSDAY, JUNE 7
7 pm, an “After Hours” program at the store
GAIL HONEYMAN
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine
The Scottish author speaks about her novel,
one of our biggest bestsellers in recent years.
(We have sold more than 300 copies since its
publication in May 2017.) This event requires
a ticket, available at eventbrite.com or in
the store.

“After Hours” Comedy Series
We are excited to announce a new Book Stall “After
Hours” Comedy Series! Curated and hosted by Second
City alum Richard Laible, these evening events will
bring the region's best comics to Winnetka. Our opening
evening is Tuesday, June 12 at 7 pm, and will feature
Tim Walkoe, Blake Burkhart, and Amy Sumpter.
On Tuesday, July 17 at 7 pm, we welcome comics
Mike Maxwell, Denise Medina, Peter Lipsey, and
Vik Pandya. We're so psyched to host nationally
recognized comedic talent. Treat yourself to a great
evening out, just blocks from your house. No downtown parking fees, no freeway traffic jams. The $20
ticket guarantees you a seat, and includes a $5 gift card
to the store. They are going fast, so log on to
brownpapertickets.com and reserve your spot today.
We are also delighted to welcome back the hilarious
and heartfelt live lit storytelling troupe You’re Being
Ridiculous for a return Book Stall After Hours
engagement on Saturday, July 21 at 7 pm. Their last
event completely sold out (and this one will too.)
Curated and hosted by the wonderful Jeremy Owens,
YBR shows feature writers, performers, and just regular
folks, telling their own true-life stories. Tickets will be
available on brownpapertickets.com soon.

the childrens’s line
Hello, Children and Children's Book Fans,
May starts off with a wonderful assortment of
events for Children’s Book Week. I hope you
can come join us!
On Wednesday, May 2 at 4:30 pm,
author Nancy J. Cavanaugh will
be here for a special celebration
for her acclaimed new novel for
KARI PATCH young readers, Elsie Mae Has
Something to Say. Kids will take
a "Step Out of the City and Into the Swamp" tour,
write a letter to someone they admire (just like
Elsie Mae does), and participate in a "Find the Hidden Hog"
contest, with fun prizes. This event is free and open to the
public, but please call us to reserve a spot. Recommended for
readers ages 8 and up.
The very next day, Thursday, May 3 at 4:30 pm,
join bestselling author Blue Balliett for a ghost
story writing workshop for ages 9 – 12. Ms.
Balliett will share some of her own secrets about
how to scare yourself—and everyone else. We
ask participants to register, as space is limited.
We just hosted Ms. Balliett in schools, and the
students loved her wonderful new ghost story,
Out of the Wild Night.
Please register for these two events by emailing
events@thebookstall.com or calling us at 847 446-8880.
Sunday, May 6 at 1 pm, come prepared to
dance and sing as the one and only Pete the
Cat, live and in-person, will join us for a
very special storytime. We'll hear some of
the stories that made Pete famous, and then
kids can meet the blue cat himself for a great
photo opportunity. Recommended for ages 3 and up.
That’s it for our Children’s Book Week celebrations, but the
rest of the month is also full of fun. Thursday, May 10 at 4:30
pm, we have a special storytime featuring author Amy Fellner
Dominy as we celebrate her new book, Cookiesaurus Rex!

After we read the story, children get to
decorate and eat their own T-Rex cookies!
This event is free, but you do have to register
so we know how many dino-cookies we need
to bake! Space is limited. Recommended for
ages 3 – 6.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 12 at
11 am. We’ll be welcoming Newbery Medalist
Katherine Applegate to the store for her new book, Endling:
The Last, the first in a new series. Ms. Applegate thrilled
readers with the action packed Animorphs series. She stole our
hearts with the award-winning The One and Only Ivan. Now
she takes us on an unforgettable journey in this first book of an
epic middle grade series! This event is free and open to the
public. We ask that you purchase your copy of Endling: The
Last from The Book Stall in order to enter the book signing line.
Meet author and scientist Temple Grandin on
Tuesday, May 15 at 6:30 pm at the Skokie Public
Library as she debuts her new book for young
people, Calling All Minds: How to Think and
Create Like an Inventor. Ms. Grandin explores
the ideas behind all of those questions and more.
She delves into the science behind inventions,
the steps various people took to create and
improve upon ideas as they evolved, and the ways in which
young inventors can continue to think about and understand
what it means to tinker and to innovate. This event is recommended for ages 8 and up. It's free, but you must register at
skokielibrary.info.
And Monday, May 21 at 4:30 pm award-winning author Adam Gidwitz, author of The
Inquisitor’s Tale and the Tale Dark and Grimm
trilogy, joins us with the first title in his new
series, The Unicorn Rescue Society, a fully
illustrated, globe-trotting new middle grade
fantasy-adventure series about mythical
creatures and their cultures of origin! We love
his books! Adam is amazing to hear live—you won’t want to
miss this. Recommended for ages 7 and up.

Kari P.

Bringing Children’s Authors and Illustrators into Schools
For the Children’s Department, it’s also been a very busy
spring with a part of the bookselling that our customers
aren’t always aware of, which is visits to schools with
authors and illustrators. We work with well over 100 schools
in greater Chicagoland, helping publishers coordinate free
author appearances. Just this school year, my colleague
Robert has placed more than 50 authors and illustrators,
ranging from picture book artists to bestselling young adult
authors, in local schools. It’s not uncommon during the
school year for us to visit four to ten schools in one week.
Colleagues and I are on hand to help facilitate visits and get
books personalized for young
readers. We get to see graphic
novelists like Hope Larson (who
we’ll be hosting in schools early this
month) and Aaron Blabey, who
spoke about process and story with
eager readers. There is nothing quite

like the electric feeling in the room when an illustrator like
Peter Reynolds gets an auditorium full of students excited
to create art and stories of their own. In April, we had the
opportunity to take author and Conservation Officer Terry
Lynn Johnson to schools in Park Ridge. At Franklin Elementary
School, students were so taken with her adventure stories
that close to 20 of them designed dioramas or wrote papers
and short survival stories of their own. Middle school
students at Coonley Elementary School in the city and Alan
B. Shepard Middle School in Deerfield were thrilled to
spend time with fantasy author Rachel Hartman earlier this
spring. There were so many questions about world-building!
We could hear stories of dragons and trolls being formed
during the talks. Later this month,
both Katherine Applegate and
Adam Gidwitz will be spending a
day in schools with us, and we can’t
wait to see the student reactions to
those visits.

The one-and-only Jane (Fancy Nancy) O’Connor
at Wescott Elementary School in Northbrook

Rachel Hartmann with two “book heads”
at Coonley Elementary School in Chicago

BETSY BALYEAT
The Unicorn Rescue Society: The
Creature of the Pines by Adam
Gidwitz ($16.99). Elliot Eisner is not
exactly excited about starting a
brand new school in a brand new
town. But things take a turn for the
better when he finds a new
friend—brave, outspoken Uchenna
Devereaux—and a secret group of adventurers. To make
things even sweeter, his weird new teacher has planned a field
trip for Elliot's first day. As the story progresses, Elliot, together
with the professor and Uchenna, must help rescue a Jersey
Devil from a duo of conniving greedy billionaires, the
Schmoke Brothers. Whenever I think about Adam Gidwitz’s
books, I start to smile. We all loved his Tale Dark and Grimm
series, and this new series is just as much fun and perfect for
fans of mythical creatures. Ages 7 and up
Sled Dog School by Terry Lynn Johnson
($16.99). Eleven-year-old Matt is struggling in
school, and in order to save himself from failing
math, he agrees to a project of setting up his
own business. The first problem is what is he
even good at? The only thing he really loves is
his team of sled dogs, so Matt's Sled Dog School
is born. The business, however, is not without
some problems. Being a good musher is a team effort, with the
dogs and the musher understanding the job that has to be
done. This is a well-written adventure about overcoming
adversity, finding your strength, finding your friends, and
following your passion. Ages 8 - 12
Deep Water by Watt Key ($16.99).
Twelve-year-old Julie Sims spends her summer
helping her father run his dive shop on the
Alabama coast. The business has been struggling,
and her dad has not been well, but when her dad
rediscovers a secret artificial reef, he and Julie
are excited to take clients out for dives. Their first
clients are a wealthy, entitled man and his arrogant
teenage son. The dive day is set, and they get out to the reef,
but Julie's dad isn't feeling well enough to dive. However, Julie
has enough experience to supervise the man and his son so
down they go. The current is strong, and Julie worries about
the boat anchor as the line attached to it is their guide for
getting back to the surface. Unfortunately the anchor gives
way, and Julie, Mr. Jordan, and his son are stranded in the sea.
Now it is up to Julie to save them all. Inspired by a diving
accident the author himself experienced, this is a fast-paced
novel with interesting facts about scuba diving and enough
terror to keep us on the edge of our seats. Ages 10 - 14
Dread Nation by Justina Ireland ($17.99).
Slavery comes to a sudden stop when the dead
on the Civil War battlefields arise and in a
zombie-like state begin to eat their compatriots.
Now the North and South need to join forces
against the un-dead. They are aided in their
efforts by African American students who have
graduated from combat schools and act as
buffers between the living and the un-dead. Jane McKeen is a
biracial girl who is about to graduate when a friend asks her to
help locate Lily, his missing sister. Jane's attempts to find Lily
move her from the un-dead but land her in a survivalist
colony which is a dangerous place for her to be. Jane is going
to have to make some unlikely alliances if she is to survive
long enough to find her path to freedom. This tale is a perfect
blend of horrors—real and imagined. Age 14 and up

AMY TROGDON
What If... by Samantha
Berger, illustrated by Mike
Curato ($17.99). "With pencil
and paper, I write and draw
art to create many stories that
come from my heart." But
what if this brown-skinned,
purple-haired girl did not
have a pencil? No matter."If I had nothing, but still had my
mind, there'd always be stories to seek and to find." Inventive,
inspiring multi-media illustrations and rhyming prose make
this book truly inspirational. Ages 4 - 8
A Dog With Nice Ears by Lauren Child ($17.99).
All Lola can talk about is dogs and how much
she wants one. But Mom and Dad say "Absolutely no dogs!" Dad says he will take Lola to
the pet store to pick out a rabbit. But Lola wants
a dog—a dog with a fluffy tail, nice ears, and a
wiggly nose. Older brother Charlie is patient
and encouraging as they pursue Lola's quest for a dog. Very
funny, with colorful illustrations. Great read aloud! Ages 4 - 8
Bob by Wendy Mass and Rebecca Stead ($16.99).
Livy, returning to Australia to visit her grandmother after five years, rediscovers her friend
Bob, a zombie-like creature she had hidden in a
closet on her last visit. He has patiently waited
for her return so she can help him find his way
home, wherever that may be. As Livy's memories begin to return, Livy's and Bob's stories are
told in alternate chapters, bringing each character's personality
to life with humor and emotion. A wonderful story of love,
friendship, and the wonder of childhood. Ages 8 - 12
Endling by Katherine Applegate ($16.99). We all
fell in love with with Ms. Applegate's heartwarming story The One and Only Ivan. Now she
begins a thrilling adventure-filled series for middlegrade readers. Bynx is the youngest member of
her tribe, the Dairne pack. The Dairnes, dog-like
creatures possibly possessing mythical qualities,
have been hunted to near-extinction in the wartorn country of Nedarre. Bynx, thinking she may be the last of
her species, begins to look for safety and other hidden Dairne.
During her travels, she meets new friends, animals and human,
who have their own reasons for joining her quest. They become
a family, of sorts, and uncover a secret that threatens their
whole world. Great read for all fantasy lovers, who will be
waiting for the second book in the series. Ages 8 - 12
LAUREL SYMONDS
Puddin’ by Julie Murphy ($17.99,
out May 8). One of the strongest
voices in contemporary young
adult fiction, Julie Murphy, has
done it again by returning to
Clover City, Texas, the world of
the bestseller Dumplin’ (soon to
be a movie starring Danielle
Macdonald and Jennifer Aniston with music by Dolly Parton).
Her new book, told from the dual perspective of upbeat
dreamer Millie Michalchuk (the plus-sized winner of the
beauty pageant in Dumplin’) and queen bee Callie Reyes, is
the story of a prank-gone-wrong that brings the two girls
together. They surprise everyone—including themselves—by
not only working together but becoming friends. With plenty
of high school drama, this heartfelt and oftentimes humorous
story of acceptance, both of oneself and others, is definitely a
Texas-size hit. Ages 14 and up.
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811 Elm Street ● Winnetka, Illinois 60093
Monday - Thursday 9:30 am to 7 pm
Friday 9:30 am to 6 pm
Saturday 9:30 am to 5 pm ● Sunday 11 am to 5 pm
Telephone: (847) 446-8880
www.thebookstall.com
email: books@thebookstall.com

Book Ideas with Mom in Mind
Fiction
Alternate Side by Anna Quindlen ($28)
The Female Persuasion by Meg Wolitzer ($28)
White Houses by Amy Bloom ($27)
Circe by Madeline Miller ($27)
The Address by Fiona Davis ($26)
The Girls in the Picture by Melanie Benjamin ($28)
Non-Fiction
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover ($28)
Mothers of Sparta by Dawn Davies ($24.99)
Fascism: A Warning by Madeline Albright ($27.99)
Unmasked: A Memoir by Andrew Lloyd Weber ($28.99)
Just the Funny Parts…And a Few Hard Truths About Sneaking into the
Hollywood Boys’ Club by Nell Scovell ($27.99)
Legendary Ladies: 50 Goddesses to Empower and Inspire You
by Ann Shen ($19.95)
True Stories from an Unreliable Eyewitness: A Feminist Coming of Age
by Christine Lahti ($25.99)
Eunice: The Kennedy Who Changed the World by Eileen McNamara ($28)

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

6

7

Happy Mother's Day

8

14

21

15

6:30 pm at the store
ALLISON PATAKI
Beauty in the Broken Places
6:30 pm, Skokie
Public Library
TEMPLE GRANDIN
Calling All Minds

22

6:30 pm at the store
“Go Green Reads”
Book Discussion
Garbology
by Edward Humes

2 pm, Launch Party
at the store
Hypertext Review 2018

27

4:30 pm at the store
ADAM GIDWITZ
The Creature of the Pines

28

2

Friday

Thursday

Saturday

3

4:30 pm, Writing Workshop at the store BLUE BALLIETT
Out of the Wild Night
6:30 pm at the store
An Evening of Mystery
LAURA
McHUGH,
JILL
ORR,
PATRICIA
SKALKA
4:30 pm at the store
NANCY CAVANAUGH
7 pm, Highland Park Public Library
Elise Mae Has Something to Say
KATHERINE HEINY, Standard Deviation

5

12 noon, Luncheon,
University Club
DAVID KERTZER
The Pope Who Would Be King

16

10

4:30 pm at the store
AMY FELLNER DOMINY, Cookiesaurus Rex

6:30 pm, a Book Discussion Group at the store
The Woman in the Window by A.J. Finn,
led by Alice Moody
7 pm, a FAN event
New Trier HS Northfield
MARK BERTIN, M.D., How Children Thrive

17

6:30 pm at the store
CARTER CAST
The Right-And Wrong-Stuff

12 noon, Luncheon,
University Club of Chicago
JAMES NARDI
Discoveries in the Garden
6:30 pm at the store
ROBERT KURSON
Rocket Men

23

24

11 am at the store
KATHERINE APPLEGATE
Endling: The Last
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club
AMY BIZZARRI
111 Places in Chicago You Must Not Miss
2 pm at the store
NICOLE DREISKE
The Upside of Digital Devices

12

18

19

25

26

10 am – 2 pm
Church of the Holy Comforter
Kenilworth
DIANA BUTLER BASS
Grateful
1 pm, Warren-Newport
Public Library
MATT CORDELL
Wolf in the Snow

6:30 pm at the store
CUSTOMER REP NIGHT
Please RVSP by calling us
at 847 446-8880.

29

Memorial Day
The Book Stall is closed.

Wednesday

11:30 am, Josselyn Center
Annual Spring Luncheon
Northmoor Country Club
JUDITH GUEST
Ordinary People

6:30 pm at the store
HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT POETRY
NIGHT

20

Cooking/Design/Life Style
Girl in the Kitchen: How a Top Chef Cooks, Thinks, Shops, Eats,
and Drinks by Stephanie Izard ($29.95)
Favorite Recipes from Melissa Clark’s Kitchen: Family Meals,
Festive Gatherings, and Everything In-Between ($29.99)
A Book That Takes Its Time: An Unhurried Adventure in Creative
Mindfulness by Irene Smit and Astrid van der Hulst ($27.50)
Tasting Paris: 100 Recipes to Eat Like a Local
by Clotilde Dusoulier ($30)
Charlotte Moss Entertains: Celebrations and Everyday Occasions ($50)
India Hicks: A Slice of England ($50)
Martha’s Flowers: A Practical Guide to Growing, Gathering,
and Enjoying by Martha Stewart ($45)

9

10:30 am, Winnetka
Community House
KEITH O’NEIL
Under My Helmet

1 pm at the store
Our Children’s Book
Week Grand Finale!
Pete the Cat Party

13

May

Visionary Women: How Rachel Carson, Jane Jacobs, Jane Goodall,
and Alice Waters Changed Our World by Andrea Barnet ($29.99)
Tell Me More: Stories About the 12 Hardest Things I’m Learning
to Say by Kelly Corrigan ($26)
Meghan: A Hollywood Princess by Andrew Morton ($27)
Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir by Amy Tan ($28.99)

Early June Highlights
TUESDAY, JUNE 5
• 12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
• 6 pm, Chicago Athletic Association, 12 S.
Michigan Ave., Chicago
BRET BAIER
Three Days in Moscow

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
6:30 pm at the store
JENNIFER HAUPT
In the Shadow of 10,000 Hills

THURSDAY, JUNE 7
7 pm, an “After Hours”
program at the store
GAIL HONEYMAN
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine

